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e i. The Federation, which is considering demanding
from the shipowners fair treatment for their crews, will
gladly submit any request of this type for the examination
of the fascist representative before agitating in parliament
or making direct application to the shipowners ; with a
view to proving the legitimacy of such a request and
giving an opportunity to take common action in the
matter.
c 2. The fascist representative will examine these
requests with the representatives of the Federation, so as
to arrive at an agreement as soon as possible., and in any
case within three days at the latest.
e 3. As soon as agreement has been reached on these
requests the representatives of the Federation will com-
municate them to the shipowners and open negotiations
with them.
e 4. If these negotiations are broken off, fascism,
which is personified in Mussolini, will fight with all its
forces, joined to those of the Federation, to obtain justice
by direct action.
c 5. Within a maximum of thirty days after signing this
pact the Fascist Party solemnly promises to dissolve the
Maritime Corporation and to order its members to return
immediately to the ranks of the Federation, which shall
continue in the same functions and under the same control
as at present.'
This pact, which was signed by d'Annunzio, Mussolini,
and Giulietti, stupefied the fascists of the maritime towns,
who had been fighting Giulietti's federation ever since
August, and meant to replace it by the fascist c Maritime
Corporation'. The fascists did not understand how the
decisions of the Genoa congress1 could be reversed at
the wish of three people who had taken no part in it. The
c liberal' and conservative press gave a place of honour to
their protests. The Corriere della Sera expressed the fear that,
thanks to Mussolini and d'Annunzio, Giulietti would be
confirmed in his all-powerful position, and would take the
opportunity * to continue his demagogic and anti-national
1 P. 267.